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PIONEER SQUARE PRESERVATION BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Date: Wednesday, October 1, 2025 
Time: 9:00a.m. 

Hybrid Meeting via Webex or Room L2-80 Boards and Commission  

Board Members 
Sage Kim (SK) 
Jose Lorenzo Torres (JLT) 
Henry Watson (HW) 
Maureen Elenga (ME) 
 

Staff 
Genna Nashem (GN) 
Nelson Pesigan (NP) 
 

Absent: 
Montana Houston (MH) 

Key: 
BM: Board Member 
SM: Staff Member 
AP: Applicant  

Chair Maureen Elenga called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. 

100125.1 ROLL CALL 

100125.2 PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no public comments 

100125.3 MEETING MINUTES 

June 18, 2025 

MM/SC/SK/JLT 



4:0:0 
The motion passed, and the minutes were approved unanimously. 

100125.4 CERTIFICATES OF APPROVAL 

100125.41 King Street Station 
303 S Jackson St 
Applicant: Rana San, Office of Arts and Culture 
Proposed: Installation of film for temporary moving image art projections 
(video art, video poetry, etc.) 
 
AP Rana San, Office of Arts and Culture presented the window film 
installation process as a follow up from the feedback received from the 
board at the last presentation.  
 
AP Rana San explained the installation process involves adhering the film to 
windows using a sticky adhesive that clings to the glass. The film is flexible, 
removable, and leaves no residue. It is installed only on the glass portion of 
the window, not affecting the building’s structure. The film can switch 
between clear and frosted states, controlled by an electrical connection 
made by an electrician. 
 
There were no questions or comments from the board. 
 

Action: I move to recommend granting a Certificate of Approval for 
installation of temporary artwork with the understanding that no signage will 
be included. All per the applicant’s submittal. 

The Board directs staff to prepare a written recommendation of approval 
based on considering the application submittal and Board discussion at the 
Oct 1, 2025 public meeting and forward this written recommendation to the 
Department of Neighborhoods Director. 

 

Code Citations: 
Seattle Municipal Code 

23.66.030 Certificates of Approval required 
Certificate of approval required. No person shall alter, demolish, construct, 
reconstruct, restore, remodel, make any visible change to the exterior appearance of 
any structure, or to the public rights-of-way or other public spaces in a special review 
district, and no one shall remove or substantially alter any existing sign or erect or 
place any new sign or change the principal use of any building, or any portion of a 
building, structure or lot in a special review district, and no permit for such activity 



shall be issued unless a certificate of approval has been issued by the Department of 
Neighborhoods Director. 

23.66.100 Creation of district, legislative findings and purpose 

A. During the City of Seattle's relatively brief history, it has had little time in which 
to develop areas of consistent historical or architectural character. It is recognized 
that the Pioneer Square area of Seattle contains many of these rare attributes and 
consequently is an area of great historical and cultural significance. Further, the 
regional sports stadiums, constructed in and near the Pioneer Square area, and the 
traffic and activities that they generate have resulted in adverse impacts upon the 
social, cultural, historic and ethnic values of the Pioneer Square area. To preserve, 
protect, and enhance the historic character of the Pioneer Square area and the 
buildings therein; to return unproductive structures to useful purposes; to attract 
visitors to the City; to avoid a proliferation of vehicular parking and vehicular-
oriented uses; to provide regulations for existing on-street and off-street parking; to 
stabilize existing housing, and encourage a variety of new and rehabilitated housing 
types for all income groups; to encourage the use of transportation modes other than 
the private automobile; to protect existing commercial vehicle access; to improve 
visual and urban relationships between existing and future buildings and structures, 
parking spaces and public improvements within the area; and to encourage 
pedestrian uses, there is established as a special review district, the Pioneer Square 
Preservation District. 

23.66.160 Signs 

A. Signs. 

2. The following signs are prohibited throughout the Pioneer Square Preservation 
District: 

Permanently affixed, freestanding signs (except those used to identify areas such 
as parks and those authorized for surface parking lots under subsection 
23.66.160.C.7); 

Electric signs and signs using video display methods, excluding neon signs; 
Signs with messages that appear to be in motion; 
Changing image signs; 
Signs with flashing, running or chaser lights. 

Rules for the Pioneer Square Preservation District  

III. GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR REHABILITATION AND NEW CONSTRUCTION 
Rehabilitation is defined as the act or process of making possible a compatible use 
for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those 
portions or features which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values. 



Secretary of Interior Standards for Rehabilitation 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in 
such a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of 
the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired. 

MM/SC/JLT/SK 
4:0:0 
The motion passed and approved unanimously. 

 

100125.5 BRIEFING 

100125.6 BOARD BUSINESS 

100125.7 REPORT OF THE CHAIR 

100125.8 STAFF REPORT 

Administrative Review Report provided by Genna Nashem 
 
800 Occidental locations throughout Pioneer Square installation of banners 
celebrating the Seahawks 50 years. 
 
207 2nd Ave S painting the storefront walls 
 
204 3rd Ave S installation of building name signage 
 
109 1st Ave S installation of a blade sign using the existing sign and its 
attachments. 
 
101 Yesler Way installation of white letters in the sign band 
 
240 2nd Ave S installation of a blade sign using the existing sign and its 
attachments. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 9:26 am 
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